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I. CONFIDENTIAL -ENTIRE TEXT

2, SUMMARY: THE GOC'SNATIONAL SECURIryCOUNCIL HAS

CHARCED THATNOTORIOUS NARCO TRAFFICKER PABLO ESCOBAR WAS

BEHIND THE KILLING OF PATRTOTIC UNION LEADER BERNARDO

JARAMILLO. THE EMBASSY ALSO HAS INTELLECNECE SUGGESTINC

THATTHE MEDELLIN CARTEL WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MURDER,

THE CARTEL HAS BEEN TJNDER HEAVY PRESSI,JRE FROM THE COC, AND

ALMOST CERTAINLY ORDERED JARAMILLO'S DEATH IN AN ATTEMPT

TO DIVERT THE GOVERNMENT'S ATTENTION FROM ITS ANTI-NARCO

CAMPAICN AND TO SHOW THE COVERNMENT'S INABILITY TO PROTECT

EVEN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES. DEMONSTRATIONS ARE TAKJNG

PLACE IN VÁ.RIOUS LOCATIONS IN COLOMBIA, BUT MOST ARE NOT

VIOLENT,

3. THE U.P. HAS CI{ARGED THAT MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT

CARLOS LEMOS SIMMONDS BEARS THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR

IARAMILLO.S KILLING, AND HAS DEMANDED HIS REMOVI\L FROM

OFFICE. PARry LEADERS ASSERT THAT THE MINGOV'S RECENT

REMARKS LINKING THE U,P. TO THE FARC CUERRILLAS WERE TAKEN

AS A "GREEN LIGHT" BY THE U.P.'S ENEMIES TO LAI.JNCH ATTACKS

ON THE CROUP. SEVERAL PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE BROKTN

OUT TN COLOMBTA IN REACTION TO JARAMILLO'S MURDER. THESF,

DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE NOT BEEN DIRECTED AGAINST AMERICANS SO

FAR. ENDSUMMARY.

MEDELLIN CARTEL BEHIND JARAMILLO'S MURDER

REVIEW AUTHORITY: James Cooper, Senior
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4. INTELLIGENCE RECEIVED BY THE EMBASSY INDICATES THAT
THE MEDELLIN CARTEL WAS BEHIND THE MARCH 22 ASSASSTNATION

oF THE PATRIOTIC UNION (U.p.)S PRESIDENTÌAL CANDIDATE

BERNARDO JARAMILLO OSSA IN BOGOTA'S ELDORADO AIRPORT. THE

GOC'SNATIONAL SECURITY COIJNCIL ISSUED A PRESS RELEASE IN

LATE AFTERNOON STATING THAT THE GI.JNMAN WHO KILLED
JARAMILLO CONFESSED TO RECE]VINC DEPENDING ON THE SOURCE

OF THE INFORMATION EITHER USD 3()O,OOO OR PESOS 3OO,O(JO AS

A DOWNPAYMENT FROM PABLO ESCOBAR TO CARRY OUT THE ACT,

(COMMENT: WE TEND TO BELIEVE FORMER FIGURE.) THE NATIONAL

SECI.JRITY COINCIL CATEGORICALLY CHARGES ESCOBAR GAVIRIA
WITH ORDERINC THE ASSASSINATION OF JARAMILLO OSSA. THE

STATEMENT MENTIONED THAT ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE ON THE

MEDELLIN CARTEL YIELDED A CONVERSATION IN WHICH ESCOBAR

ORDERED A THIRD PARTYTO PAY THE MONEY.

5. LATE AFTERNOON OF MARCH 22 RADIO CARACOL ANNOTJNCED

THAT THE "RODRIGUEZ GACHA COMMANDO'' OF THE MEDELLIN CARTEL

HAD CLAIMED AUTHORSHIP OF THE ASSASSINATION. AN AMERICAN

JOURNALIST TOLD USIS OFFICER THAT HE HAD HEARD A RECORDNG

OF A TELEPHONE CALLTO A COLOMI]IAN RADIO STATION WHICH

THREATENED THAT LIBERAL PARTY PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE CESAR

GAVIRIA V/OULD BE THE NEXT TARGET; THE CALLER CLAIMED THAT

AN ATIEMPT TO ASSASSINATE CAVIRIA WHEN HE RETURNED FROM

THE U.S. MARCH 20 HAD NARROWLY IvIISSED. THE AMERICAN

JOURNALIST CONFIRMED THAT THE CALLER SAID THAT HOSTILITIES

HAD RESUMED BECAUSE PRESIDENT BARCO HAD NOT RESPONDED TO

THE CARTELS'PEACE INIATIVES,AND VIOLENCE WOULD CONTINUE

MARCH 23 ACAINST GOVERNMENT AND''LEFTIST" FACILITIES. USG

INTERESTS WERE NOT MENTIONED. IT HAS NOT BEEN CONFIRMED

THAT THE CALLER WAS SPEAKING FOR THE IvIEDELLIN CARTEL.

6. THE MEDELLIN CARTEL HAS BEEN IJNDER GREAT PRESSURE

LATELY FROM THE GOC'S ANT-NARCO CAMPAIGN, AND HAS BEEN

FRUSTRATED BY PRESIDENT BARCO'S FAILURE TO ACCEPT ITS

OFFER TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE COVERNMENT. ESCOBAR MAY HAVE

DECIDED TO KILL JARAMILLO AS A W,AY OF DIVERTING ATTENTION

FROM THE DRUG WARAND CREATING DISCORD IN THE GOC (A

T^CTIC THE N^RCO KTNGPINS H VE USED IN THE p^ST). CLE^RLY
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ESCOBAR IS REACTING TO THE PRESSURE HE IS II¡IDER FROM THE
POLICE'S MANHI.JNT AND THE LIBERAL PARTY CHOICE OF CESAR

GAVIRTA AS ITS CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT. GAVIRIA, WHOIS
THE EARLY FAVORITE TO CAPTURETHE PRESIDENCY, HAS

CONSISTENTLY TAKEN A TOUGH STANCE ACAINST THE NARCO

CARTELS AND ESCOBAR MAY HAVE CONCLI.JDED THAT A STRATEGY OF

PEACE IS NOT VIABLE. NARCO VIOLENCE AGAINST THE COC MAY
INDEED RESUMEAND CAVIRIA IS A LOCICAL PRINCIPLE TARGET.

S E C R E T SECTION 02 OF 03 BOGOTA 04435

DEPT. FOR ARA/.AND

SOUTHCOM ALSO FOR POLAD

E.O. 12356: DECL:OADR

TÂGS: PGOV, PINR, CO

SUBJECT: SITREP: AFTERMATH OF THE MURDER OF U.P

U.P. BLAMES MINCOV

6. A COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE NATIONAL DIRECTORATE OF THE

PATRIOTIC UNION (U.p.) pRtoR TO THE REVELATTONS OF pAULO

ESCOBAR'S ROLE INTHE ASSASSINATION PLACED MORAL
RESPONSIBLITY FOR JARAMILLO'S MURDER ON MIMSTER OF

GOVERNMENT CARLOS LEMOS SIMMONDS AND CALLED ON PRESIDENT

BARCO TO F]RE HIM. THE U.P. LEADERSHIP AND THE MINCOV
HAVF,I]EEN CARRYING ON A WAR OF WORDS FQR THE PAST WEEK,

WITH LEMOS ACCUSING THE U.P. OF MAINTAINING LINKS TO THE

FARC CUERRILLA GROUP. U.P. PRESIDENT DIEGO MONTANA
VEHEMENTLY REJECTED LEMOS'ACCUSATIONS AND CHARGED THAT
THE MINCOV'S STATEMENTS ''WOULD CAUSE MANY DEATHS'' BECAUSE
THEY WOULD ENCOURAGE THE U,P,'S ENEMIES TO LAUNCH MORE

ATTACKS ONTHE PARry.

7. THE U.P. H^S FREQUENTLY COMPL^INED TN THE p^ST TH^T
THE COC WAS NOT PROVIDING SUFFICIENT SECUzuTY GUARANTEES

FOR ]TS POLITICAL CANDIDATES, AND HAD ASKED THE ATTORNEY

GENERAL TO IWESTIGATE LEMOS'CONDUCT THE DAY BEFORE

JARAMILLO WAS KILLED; THE PARTY ITSELF, HOWEVER, HAS BEEN

LAX ABOUT SECURITY MATTERS. POLOFFS AND JOURNALISTS HAVE
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BEEN ABLE TO WALK INTO THE U.P.I{EADQUATERS AT WILL,

WITHOUT BEINC SEARCHED, EVEN WHEN JARAMILLO WAS IN THE

BUILDINC.

PROTE ST DEMONSTRATIONS

8. A PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATION BY ABOUT 8OO TO IOOO YOUNG

PEOPLE WHICH POLICE SAY WERE STUDENTS PASSED QUICKLY BY

THE EMBASSY SHORTLY AF.fER NOON. THEY WERE CHANTING "ITS

THEGOVERNMENT'S FAULT.' ONE DEMONSTR.ATOR PAINTED "

YANKEE ASSASSINS, YANKEE THIEVES" ON THE WALL OF A
BUILDINC ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE EMBASSY. BY THE TIME

THE DEMONSTRATORS GOT NEAR THE PLAZA BOLIVAR, ABOUT 28

BLOCKS SOUTH OF THE EMBASSY, A POLITICAI- OFFICER ON THE

SCENE OBSERVED THAT THE CROWD HAD DWINDLED TO ABOUT

3OO-400. THE DEMONSTRATION APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN HASTILY

ORGANIZED AND PARTICIPANTS CARRIEDNO PLACARDS. MANY HAD

BOOKS IN HAND. TWO IvIIDDLE AGED PERSONS WHO APPEARED TO BE

ORCANIZERS OF THE MARCH TRIED TO HAVE THE CROWD BYPASS

POLICE BARRIERS T^N AN ATTEMPT TO REACH THE PLAZA. THE

POLICE FIRED TEAR GAS GRENADES AND THE CROWD DISPERSED. A

SMALL GROUP REMAINS NEAR THE CAPITAL I]UILDING WHERE THE

BODY OF JARAMILLO IS LYING IN STATE UNTIL BURIAL SATURDAY

INMANIZALES.

9. POLTCE HAVE REPORTED OTHER DEMONSTRATIONS. A LARCE

]]UT SO FAR PEACEFUL CROWD HAS GATHFRED OUTSIDE THE U.P.'S

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS IN CENTRAL BOGOTA (2s BLOCKS FROM

THE EMBASSÐ. ANOTHER PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATION IS TAKING

PLACE IN THE SOUTH BOGOTA NEIGHBORHOOD OF POLICARPA

SALAVARRIETA. HOWEVER, IN SOACHA, A SOUTHERN SUBURB OF

I]OCOTA WHERE GALAN WAS KILLED TN AUGUST I989 THERE IS A

LARGE, TJNRULY CROWD THROWING ROCKS. THE POLÍCE FEAR THAT

THIS DEMONSTRATION COI.JLD GET VIOLENT. DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE

ALSO OCCIJRRED TN OTHER COLOMBIAN CITIES. U.P.

SYMPATHIZERS PEACEFULLY OCCUPIED CITY HALLS IN PASTO .

(NARINO) AND PALMIRA (VALLE), AS WELL AS THE DEPARTMENT

GOVERNOR'S OFFTCE (GOBERNACIOÐ rN MEDELLTN TO PROTEST

JARAMILLO'S MURDER,
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COMMENT AND OUTLOOK

I O. IROMCALLY, MINGOV LEMOS SIMMONDS, INITIALLY THE

TARGET OF THE U.P.'S WRATH, IS ONE OF THE STRONGEST

ADVOCATES OF A TOUGH LINE AGATNST THE NARCOS. HE IS

CURRENTLY BEING VILIFIED BY U.P, LEADERS AND SUPPORTERS IN
THE MEDIÀ. IF DIVERTING THE GOC'S ATTENTION FROM THE DRUG
IYVAR WAS THE MEDELLIN CARTEL'S MOTIVE FOR KILLING
JARAMILLO,ITSTACTICS MAY BACKFIRE. NOW THATTHE HAND OF

ESCOBAR IS EVIDENT, PUBLIC REVI.JLSION AT THE ASSASSINATION

OF YET ANOTHER POLITICAL FIGURE MAY ONLY HARDEN THE GOC'S

DETERMINATION TO DESTROY THE CARTEL AT AI.ry COST.

I I. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE ONE ÌN SOACHA,

DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE SO FAR BEEN PEACEFUL, AND NONE HAVE

BEEN DIRECTED AGAINST AMERICANS, WE CANNOT BE SURE THAT
THIS WILL CONTINIJE WHILE JARAMILLO'S BODY LIES IN STATE IN
THE SENATE OR DURING HIS FIJNERAL SERVICE, WHICH IS

s E c R E T SEçTrON 03 OF 03 BOGOTA 0443s

DEPT. FOR ARA/AND

SOUTHCOM ALSO FOR POLAD

E.O. 123-56: DECL:OADR

TA(IS: PGOV, Pti\¡R, CO

SIJBJECT: SITREP: AFTERMATH OF THE MURDER OF U.P.

SCHEDULED FOR SATIJRDAY, MARCH 24. U.P, PRESIDENT MONTANA
HAS CALLED FOR CALM, AND U.P. SENATOR ALBERTO ROJAS PUYO

TOLD THE PRESS THAT THE PARTY ''DID NOT WANT TO ANSWER

VIOLENCE WITH VIOLENCE.'' OTHER U.P. SUPPORTERS, OUTRACED

BY THE MI.JRDER OF THEIR DYNAMIC YOTJNG LEADER, MAY NOT BE SO

RISTRAINED. MCNAMARA

END OF MESSAGE SECRET
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TO:TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3996

TOR: 19421ó

XREFS: REF: A) BOGOTA 4350, B) BOGOTA 4341
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